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l.-MENDELIAN INHERITANCE
Me/tiers 667.] The experiments of Mendel on plants showed that characters
experiments werc transmitted independently of one another and that, though some
might be rendered latent for generations, none were ever lost. He chose
simple pairs of contrasted characters for each series of experiments.
In one, for example, he dealt with the inheritance of tallness and
dwarfness in peas. Having previously found that each bred true he
crossed them and obtained all tall plants. These tall plants were
crossed inter se and gave rise to both tall and dwarf plants in the
proportion of three tall to one dwarf. When the tall plants thus obtained
were self-fertilized the results were either all tall plants or tall and
dwarf plants in the proportion of three to one, the latter result occurring
twice as often as the former. Seeds from a cross between two dwarf
plants always produced dwarfs. In no case were there any intermediates.
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